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The West Yorkshire Context
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West Yorkshire’s Core Cities and Towns

Draft Policy under Development 

West Yorkshire’s core cities and towns including those which are a focus for new housing and jobs 
growth in the region:
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How West Yorkshire fits into the 
Government's Growth Agenda

• The Northern Growth Strategy will help to unlock 
economic growth through key investments in transport 
and infrastructure.

• This investment commitment will support the 
development and delivery of key schemes to enhance 
connectivity including:
 Electrification and upgrades on key routes 

between Leeds, Bradford, Sheffield and York;
 A long-term commitment to West Yorkshire Mass 

Transit Phase One, supported through over 
£2.1bn announced through the Transport for City 
Regions Settlement;

 Improvements to Leeds Station and a new 
station in Bradford. Phases of 

Northern 
Powerhouse Rail
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Delivering the West Yorkshire Local Growth Plan
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Creating an integrated transport network  - 
The Weaver Network
We announced the Weaver Network in 2025 – a new integrated 
transport network brand for our region.

We are also working to progress: 

• Bus franchising 

• Rail upgrades 

• Active travel improvements 

Once implemented, Mass Transit will form a central part of the 
Network, complementing the existing bus and rail network.
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Mass Transit and economic growth
This is more than just a transport scheme. It’s about:

• How we grow as a region 

• How we connect communities 

• How we unlock talent 

• We’ve seen in other cities how transit can deliver tangible benefits to 
businesses:

Manchester:

½ of residents in Metrolink Phase 3 
corridors experienced a 10% or greater 
reduction in overall time required to 
access employment opportunities. 

Nottingham:

 Nottingham Express Transit 2 
programme created c2,900 years of 
employment and £108m of gross value 
added for the local economy. 
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Mass Transit – objectives 
& current programme

Improved public transport connectivity to major hubs of 
economic activity, resulting in strengthened economic 

growth and productivity​.

Regeneration and creation of sustainable, well-connected 
neighbourhoods by integrating public transport with areas of 

significant housing growth and wider spatial investments ​.

Reduced socio-economic inequalities across West Yorkshire.

Enhanced quality of life, health and well-being for residents 
by improving connectivity to healthcare and leisure 

opportunities.

Supporting environmental sustainability by providing an 
attractive alternative to car travel with low or zero carbon and 

less pollution​.

Mass Transit Objectives:Mass Transit Objectives



SDF Part 1

High-level, network-wide strategic document. 
Establishes policies for MT’s delivery and 

outlines its broader benefits. 

SDF Part 2 

Corridor-wide strategic policies and land-use 
proposals for Phase One routes.

Mass Transit and Rail 
Economic Analysis - 

Articulate the wider economic 
opportunities and benefits of 

Mass Transit

Infrastructure Delivery Plan – 
Identify the costs of 

infrastructure beyond MT that 
will maximise benefits of future 

land use

Employment and Skills 
Action Plan – Ensure the skills 
necessary to construct, operate 
and maintain the scheme are 

developed in the region

Supply Chain Action Plan – 
Ensure that the transport 

investment benefits the region’s 
businesses and supply chain
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Mass Transit Spatial Development 
Framework (SDF) and Growth 
Prospectus



West Yorkshire suffers from unique 
challenges in terms of skills, 

productivity and connectivity – but 
the opportunities are significant 

We’ve identified the corridors for 
job and housing growth - and this 
will directly support the ambitions 

of the northern growth strategy

Transport – the Weaver Network, 
Mass Transit, NPR – will all be key 

to unlocking this growth

The policy groundwork setting the 
spatial strategy and generating the 

economic evidence for Mass Transit 
will prepare us for OBC and beyond 



Thank you
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